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PREFACE,

There arc not many prose sorks in Sanskrit
literature; so much so, that this paucity is generally
believed to be the cause of Sanskrit not being a spok-
en language. Though this is not the place for an
examination of the correctness of this theory, there is
no denying the fact that the number of prose works
in Sanskrit can be counted on one’s fingers. It is
also undisputed that of all the authors of extant
Sanskrit Prose works, Bana is the most famous and
even among Bana’s works, Kadambari is admit tedly
by far the best in point of style, diction, majesty and
flow. Its plot is most skilfully woven; its style is most
elegant and musical. Its discriptions are always
realistic and its characters are life-like and consistent
to a very unusual degree. The feelings and emotions
delineated in if are quite natural. Inshort it is one of
the ornamentsiof Indian classical literature; its study
invigorates its. readers and refreshes the depressed.
On his representation of Kadambari in particular,
Bana has spent all his wealth of observation, fallness
of imagery and keenness of sympathy.” His flight of
imagination is such that even after the most exhaust-
ive description he fecls that it is not enough and so
adds the words g F=ATIA T

Even such a masterpiece is, I am afraid, not widely
read and appreciated. In the midst of the multifari-
ous subjects to wich he has to direct his attention,

the student has not the-time enough for a patient
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study of the whole work. Insome cases it may be
the inability to comprehend the force of a work which
has always attracted several of the best intellects of
the East. Even some Pandits allege that since Ka-
dambari does not treat of any of the acknowledged
sacred personages with the Puranas as its background,
it is not worth their while to waste their precious
time and energy on a study of this book. True it is,
it would have been far better if Bana had taken his
theme from any of the several Puranas which form
the fountain for almost all the classical Sanskrit
works, But this story, taken as it is with slight
modifications of names from the Brihatkatha, was
evidently chosen since it tallied with the author’s
own life-story in the guise of that of the parrot
Vaisampayana. This fact will be clear from a perusal
of both Kadambari and Harshacharita.

Though the Uttarabhaga or the second part which
is a continuation of the story by the author’s son, is
not as great a masterpiece as the Purvabhaga, still it
may safely be said that only the son of Bana could
have completed the story as he has done.

For the past ten years I have been a close student
of Kadambari_and cvery time I read it, T found new
and hidden meanings of several passages which did
not strike me before. So much was I struck with
this richness of meaning and wealth of imagination
that I was constantly trying to find out some method
whereby I could present it to the public in such a
manner that the readers might appreciate its real
worth without getting tired of the long and verbose
descriptions contained in it. In one of my several
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interviews with Rao Bahadur M. Rangachariar avl.,
Professor of Sanskrit and Comparative Philology,
Presidency college, Madras, be suggested to me the
idea of condensing the ancient Sanskrit Prose works,
especially Kadambari and Harshacharita, in such a
way as to suit modern tastes, preserving at the same
time as much as possible the very words of the origi-
nal. Accordingly I wmost cagerly worked out the
idca, since it solved the problem I was brooding upon
for a long time, with the result that I am,now able to
prescent this, the first of the Gadya Sangraha scrics,
to the public. Tmay also inform my readers that the
2nd No. of the series viz., Harshacharita Sangraha
is in the press and will appear shortly.

In this Kadambari Sangaraba I have climinated all
sach descriptive portions as arc unnccessarily long,
all pun upon words which arc rather uninteresting
and also all repetitions which do not exemplify the
author’s thorough wmastery of the Sanskrit language
and Lis skill iniusing felicitous cxpressions as opportu-
nity affords. But I have used throughout, the very
words of Band (just altering thel forms of the verbs
wherever the work of compilation necessitated it)
retaining all such descriptive passages, and elegant
similes and metaphors as will interest modern readers,
As far as possible I have retained all passages con-
versational as well as delineative of feelings and
cmotions. I rcgret much that pressure of space co-
mpclled me to strike out some portions of that finc
piece 6f successful realism vis. Sukanasa's advice
to Chandrapida (which, by the way, is a masterly
review of the dangers to which men in exalted posi-
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tions are of necessity exposed) as also of the excellent
description of the old Dravida Dharmika.

I have tried my best to keep up in this compilation,
the clegance and the charm of the original; how far I
have succeeded in my earnest endeavours, I leave my ¢
readers to judge. In this connection I may be per-
mitted to print here the letter of Rao Bahadur
M. Rangachariar Avl. written after a perusal of
this work,

TRIPLICANE,
My DEAR PANDIT, 15-3-00.

I am so glad that you have been able to carry out
my suggestion regarding the Kadambari Sangraha
so well.  From what I have known of your work, I
belicve it will prove of great use in the bands of Sans-
krit stadents and make it easy for them to appreciatc
the story as well as the stvle of Kadambari.

Yours with sincerc regards,
M. RANGACHAR.

‘If my humble work achieves the above purpose, if
it finds a place in the hands of every Sanskrit student
and creates in him a taste for the style of Kadambari,
I would consider myself amply rewarded for my
labours.

I have generally followed the readings adopted by
Dr. Peterson in his edition of Kadambari, which, I
may say, is very carefully edited.

*
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